NAME CHANGED TO “STATE GUARD”

TEXAS LEGISLATURE AUTHORIZES SUBSTITUTION
OF “STATE” FOR “DEFENSE"” IN TEXAS
DEFENSE GUARD NAME

ITH the passage of House Bill 585

by the 48th Texas Legislature,
the change of name of the Texas De-
fense Guard to the ‘‘Texas State Guard"
was at long last accomplished. The
bill got in under the wire in the Senate
just four days before the Legislature
adjourned.

The name change is the product of
the work of the Legislative Committee
of the Texas State Guard Officers’ As-
sociation, assisted by Maj. Charles O.
Betts, association adjutant, Maj. Don-
ald W. Peacock, association president,
and others who spent” many wearying
days at the state capitol.

The bill was written by Col. Clark C.
Wren, former Judge Advocate of Texas,
and his staff.

The hill has been signed by the Gov-
ernor, and is now law. The Adjutant
General’s Department will issue the
necessary directives for effecting the
change of name throughout the Guard
organization. Gov. Coke Stevenson and
Adj. Gen, Arthur B. Knickerbocker ap-
proved the change from the outset.

Of the 42 states which now have
state military forces, an overwhelming
majority use the name “State Guard."”
This is the official reference used by
the War Department and the U. S.
Army.

It will be recalled that the Texas
Defense Guard was authorized and or-
ganized at a time when it seemed de-
sirable to disguise any ‘“‘war" effort
with the word ‘defense.” Under pres-
ent circumstances this is obviously no
longer necessary.

CHANGE OF NAME WILL NECESSI-
TATE NEW PATCH AND INSIGNIA

House Bill No. 585 changing the name
of Texas Defense Guard to Texas State
Guard necessitates the adoption of a
new shoulder patch and new service
coat insignia.

The Adjutant General's Department
has asked Major Donald W. Peacock, as
President of the Texas State Guard Of-
ficers’ Association, to investigate avail-
able designs for shoulder patches and
insignia and to survey the preferences
of officers of the State Guard.

Major Peacock reports that first
choice of those contacted is the center
of the present Texas Defense Guard
patch, providing no lettering is required.
However, it appears to be absolutely
certain that the War Department will
not approve this patch unless the word
“Texas’ appears with it.

The ideal solution to the requirement
for a new patch, is to cut the center
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from the present patch and throw away
the white circle containing the words
“Texas Defense Guard.” But the War
Department probably will require the
use eof the word ‘'Texas' and, to use the
old patch to make this new patch would
require cutting out the center of the
old patch—then cutting the word “Texas"
from the white circle-—and then trying
to sew these two separate pieces back
on the shirt or service coat, with the
word ‘“‘Texas' centered over the star.

This sounds easy, but those who have
attempted it have found it difficult, and
the result has a makeshift appearance.
Furthermore, a uniformity of patches
is unlikely and the danger of raveling
will always be present.

It is agreed, however, that this make-
shift patch might serve as a temporary
one until & permanent new patch is ap-
proved by the War Department. It is
believed that special authority from the
War Department would not be needed to
alter the old patch, as described above,
to be worn pending adoption, manufac-
turg and delivery of new patches.

The new patch most favor, since
we cannot use the center of the present
patch without lettering, is a blue **T"
superimposed over a small white star on
a dark red shield, thus retaining our
colors red, white and blue,” This fis a
very attractive patch, and it is believed
that the War Department would ap-
prove it, having approved a slightly
cimilar patch for the 36th Division of
the Texas National Guard many years
ago. As most of you know, their patch
is simply the letter “T" on an arrow-
head.

While this proposed patch is repro-
duced herewith, it must be seen in its
true_colors to teally be appreciated.
Major Peacock is hayving enough repro-
ductions of thig patch printed in actual
colors for distribution to every Battalion
Commander, who will be reguested to
take a survey of his own officers, and
then advise Major Peacock of their
preference.

Of course, it is agreed that adapting
the old patch would be a saving, but it
is also believed that the majority of the
personnel of the Texas State Guard
would be only too happy to purchase
new patches if a new design is approved.
It is assumed that this proposed new
patech could be obtained for not more
than 25¢ each, and probably much less.

About insignia for service coats, it
seems to be unanimous among those
contacted that the T.D.G. insignia
should be replaced with the Iletters
“TEX" blocked close together instead
of the letters “T.S.G.,"” which would
require periods and wide spacing.

Samples of the “TEX" have already
been obtained and submitted to the Ad-
jutant General's Department for con-
sideration. The abbreviation "“TEX"
speaks for itself, and could be worn
on the dise by enlisted men and as ont-
line letters by officers.

AN INTERPRETATION OF
HOUSE BILL 585
By
Edgar F. Smith, Major JAGD., T.S.G.

If there was ever any doubt of the
necessity of Texas State Guard Officers’
Association that doubt was removed
during the recent session of the Legis-

lature. With full knowledge of the fa§
I know that H. B. 585 would not ha
been enacted into law, except for g
fact that it was sponsored by the A
sociation, In securing the enactmg
of H. B. i85, Majors Donald W. P¢
cock, Charles O. Betts, Lloyd M. Ba
sen, Captain James F., Ewers and oths
gave freely of their time and effort,

The old Texas Defense Guard k
was a legal monstrosity. It did
make the Guard a part of the act E
militia of Texas; there were no defin |
provisions governing its training, @
cipline or its use when called into |
active service of the State, Its stal max
as a military organization was in ew of d
respect doubtful,

Lt. Col. Clark C. Wren, former Jug
Advocate General of Texas, realiz
the defects in the old law underts
the task as long ago as last Octo
of making the Guard a part of thei
tive militia of Texas. It was not)
easy task. It was necessary to rewn bi
practically all of the Texas Defe L
Guard Act, 1941, to amend several g
eral laws, to make other general lg
applicable to the Guard. Calling tol
assistance the lawyers on his sl
Colonel Wren, after much legal bré
ing, correspondence and confern
drafted what afterwards became H.|
585. i
Under the provisions of H. B. 585¢ .03
name of the Texas Defense Guard
changed to Texas State Guard, wh
makes its name conform to similary 1
ganizations in the other states. T T
Texas State Guard is made the ach
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